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Dear CHair Y & D‘LO/

Thank you for your correspondence of 23 March 2026 regarding a petition (Petition No: EN8985) in
support of extending protections afforded to great apes in research to all non-human primates though
an amendment to the Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes (Code).

The Australian Government recognises the importance of the issues raised in this petition and
understands that not all members of the community agree with the use of non-human primates for
research purposes. We respect this point of view.

In some areas of research, the development of non-animal methods has yet to reach a stage where
they can viably replace the use of non-human primates. Research involving non-human primates
occurs only when necessary and under highly regulated and ethically justified conditions.

Australia has a robust framework that supports the ethical, humane and responsible use of all animals,
including non-human primates, in research. Core to the framework is the Code, which has been
adopted into animal welfare legislation in all states and territories. Of note, before any animal can be
used in research, the Code requires that an animal ethics committee be satisfied that the use of
animals is justified and that the ‘3Rs’ have been applied. That is:

e there is no alternative to the use of animals (Replacement)
e the minimum numbers are used (Reduction)

e adverse impacts on the animals are minimised, and animal wellbeing is supported (Refinement).

| thank Animal-Free Science Advocacy for bringing these matters to the attention of the Parliament
and hope this response has gone some way to address the concerns raised.

Yours sincerely

Mark Butler
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